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MPA Collaborative Network

• 14 Collaboratives associated with 
coastal counties

• Local experts and community members

• Inform and support adaptive 
management  



On October 17, 2016, the Council approved $299,663 to:
1. Convene a statewide MOU workshop

• Identify shared goals for coordination among partners in the 
management of MPAs

• Formalize partnership and recognize contributions

2. Fund a Collaborative Network Small Grants Program for 
projects that: 
• Improve compliance, stewardship, and understanding
• Inform adaptive management 

MPA Collaborative Network Grant



Progress to date

• MOU Workshop held March 26-27, 2017
• Shared statement: “To collectively manage California’s MPA Network in 

accordance with the Marine Life Protection Act by integrating diverse local 
and statewide perspectives and expertise.”

• All participating agencies and organizations signed or endorsed the MOU 
with full support

• Small Grants Program
• Proposals submitted by all 14 Collaboratives and reviewed by Committee 

made up of different agency expertise

• $15,000 per Collaborative awarded

• Grants are for one year, projects to be completed by February 2019



• MPA Teaching Boxes with Humboldt Collaborative, incorporate 
tribal curriculum developed by Del Norte Collaborative

• Training for Mendocino County State Park kiosk workers

Mendocino MPA Collaborative
Bill Lemos, Co-chair





San Mateo MPA Collaborative
Rebecca Johnson, Co-chair

Video, social media, and multilingual community outreach campaign

We will, together with a new Community Advisory Board, create a series of 
powerful, collaboratively developed videos for sharing and distribution across 
a diverse media in an organized, coordinated, multilingual media campaign.

Rebecca F. Johnson, Ph.D.
California Academy of Sciences



Collaborative Members & Community Advisory Board will:
1. Work together to develop culturally relevant key visitor messages
2. Produce 2-4 short multi-lingual videos supporting the new messaging
3. Launch multilingual poster and postcard contest and social media 

campaign

Our efforts will lead to a more diverse group of MPA advocates and 
stewards that is more reflective of our community, and an increased 
understanding of how the California MPA network functions to 
sustain our coast and its ecosystems for everyone into the future. 



San Luis Obispo MPA Collaborative
Cara O’Brien, Co-chair

BIOBLITZ 2016
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BIOBLITZ 2017

Enforcement & Compliance

BIOBLITZ 2017

Outreach & Education

Research & Monitoring

http://www.visitortv.com/


SLO MPA Collaborative Small Grant Working Group

Fun Engaging Model-Setting             Interactive              Inclusive            Inspiring            Dynamic

MPAs are my legacy and by following these tips I can protect them.
MPAs protect fish, invertebrates, ecosystems, and even me!

Even from home I can protect and explore MPAs!
There are so many plants and animals in MPAs!



• Develop and distribute San Diego County MPA 
Outreach Toolkits to 3,000 students, teachers, 
docents, and members of the public

San Diego MPA Collaborative
Zach Plopper, Co-chair





Partnership = Success



opc.ca.gov @OPC_California


